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J. Richard “Dick” Steffy stood inside the limestone hall of the Crusader castle in Cyprus and looked at the
wood fragments arrayed before him. They were old beyond belief. For more than two millennia they had
remained on the sea floor, eaten by worms and soaking up seawater until they had the consistency of wet
cardboard. There were some 6,000 pieces in all, and Steffy’s job was to put them all back together in their
original shape like some massive, ancient jigsaw puzzle.

He had volunteered for the job even though he had no qualifications for it. For twenty-five years he’d been
an electrician in a small, land-locked town in Pennsylvania. He held no advanced degrees—his
understanding of ships was entirely self-taught. Yet he would find himself half a world away from his home
town, planning to reassemble a ship that last sailed during the reign of Alexander the Great, and he planned
to do it using mathematical formulas and modeling techniques that he’d developed in his basement as a
hobby.

The first person ever to reconstruct an ancient ship from its sunken fragments, Steffy said ships spoke to him.
Steffy joined a team, including friend and fellow scholar George Bass, that laid a foundation for the field of
nautical archaeology. Eventually moving to Texas A&M University, his lack of the usual academic
credentials caused him to be initially viewed with skepticism by the university’s administration. However,
his impressive record of publications and his skilled teaching eventually led to his being named a full
professor. During the next thirty years of study, reconstruction, and modeling of submerged wrecks, Steffy
would win a prestigious MacArthur Foundation “genius” grant and would train most of the preeminent
scholars in the emerging field of nautical archaeology.

Richard Steffy’s son Loren, an accomplished journalist, has mined family memories, archives at Texas A&M
and elsewhere, his father’s papers, and interviews with former colleagues to craft not only a professional
biography and adventure story of the highest caliber, but also the first history of a field that continues to
harvest important new discoveries from the depths of the world’s oceans.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Williams:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Man Who Thought like a Ship (Ed Rachal Foundation
Nautical Archaeology Series) as your daily resource information.

Joshua Mendez:

The actual book The Man Who Thought like a Ship (Ed Rachal Foundation Nautical Archaeology Series)
will bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is
very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book The Man Who
Thought like a Ship (Ed Rachal Foundation Nautical Archaeology Series) is much recommended to you to
study. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

James Bassler:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Man Who Thought like a
Ship (Ed Rachal Foundation Nautical Archaeology Series), it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination
right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks.
What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Jonathan Bean:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This guide The Man Who Thought like a Ship (Ed Rachal Foundation
Nautical Archaeology Series) was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge
about your technology competence. Some people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If
you know how big advantage of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at
this point, many ways to get book you wanted.
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