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The Drowned Muse is a study of the extraordinary destiny, in the history of European culture, of an object
which could seem, at first glance, quite ordinary in the history of European culture. It tells the story of a
mask, the cast of a young girl's face entitled "L'Inconnue de la Seine" (the Unknown Woman of the Seine),
and its subsequent metamorphoses as a cultural figure. Legend has it that the "Inconnue" drowned herself in
Paris at the end of the nineteenth century. The forensic scientist tending to her unidentified corpse at the
Paris Morgue was supposedly so struck by her allure that he captured in plaster the contours of her face. This
unknown girl, also called "The Mona Lisa of Suicide," has since become the object of an obsessive interest
that started in the late 1890s, reached its peak in the 1930s, and continues to reverberate today.

Aby Warburg defines art history as "a ghost story for grown-ups." This study is simlarly "a ghost story for
grown-ups," narrating the aura of a cultural object that crosses temporal, geographical, and linguistic
frontiers. It views the "Inconnue" as a symptomatic expression of a modern world haunted by the earlier
modernity of the nineteenth century. It also investigates how the mask's metamorphoses reflect major shifts
in the cultural history of the last two centuries, approaching the "Iconnue" as an entry point to understand a
phenomenon characteristic of 20th- and 21st-century modernity: the translatability of media. Doing so, this
study mobilizes discourses surrounding the "Inconnue," casting them as points of negotiation through which
we may consider the modern age.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Rubio:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving The Drowned Muse: Casting the
Unknown Woman Across the Tides of Modernity (Oxford Modern Languages and Literature Monographs)
that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice all over the
world can be said as the method for people to know world better then how they react toward the world. It
can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up
being success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you are able to
pick The Drowned Muse: Casting the Unknown Woman Across the Tides of Modernity (Oxford Modern
Languages and Literature Monographs) become your own personal starter.

Mary McDonald:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Drowned Muse: Casting the Unknown
Woman Across the Tides of Modernity (Oxford Modern Languages and Literature Monographs) can be the
respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?

Betty Giuliani:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this The Drowned Muse: Casting the Unknown Woman Across the Tides of Modernity
(Oxford Modern Languages and Literature Monographs) can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Nathaniel Mitchell:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. By the book The Drowned Muse: Casting the Unknown Woman Across the Tides of Modernity
(Oxford Modern Languages and Literature Monographs) we can consider more advantage. Don't that you be
creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suited
with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book The Drowned Muse: Casting the



Unknown Woman Across the Tides of Modernity (Oxford Modern Languages and Literature Monographs).
You can more inviting than now.
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