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Ruling America offers a panoramic history of our country's ruling elites from the time of the American
Revolution to the present. At its heart is the greatest of American paradoxes: How have tiny minorities of the
rich and privileged consistently exercised so much power in a nation built on the notion of rule by the
people?

In a series of thought-provoking essays, leading scholars of American history examine every epoch in which
ruling economic elites have shaped our national experience. They explore how elites came into existence,
how they established their dominance over public affairs, and how their rule came to an end. The
contributors analyze the elite coalition that led the Revolution and then examine the antebellum planters of
the South and the merchant patricians of the North. Later chapters vividly portray the Gilded Age "robber
barons," the great finance capitalists in the age of J. P. Morgan, and the foreign-policy "Establishment" of the
post-World War II years. The book concludes with a dissection of the corporate-led counter-revolution
against the New Deal characteristic of the Reagan and Bush era.

Rarely in the last half-century has one book afforded such a comprehensive look at the ways elite wealth and
power have influenced the American experiment with democracy. At a time when the distribution of wealth
and power has never been more unequal, Ruling America is of urgent contemporary relevance.
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From reader reviews:

Loretta Manson:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called
Ruling America: A History of Wealth and Power in a Democracy? Maybe it is being best activity for you.
You realize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Gladys Dearth:

This book untitled Ruling America: A History of Wealth and Power in a Democracy to be one of several
books that will best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit
on it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Ruth Davis:

The particular book Ruling America: A History of Wealth and Power in a Democracy has a lot associated
with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the
very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy
to read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Elizabeth Rogers:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled Ruling
America: A History of Wealth and Power in a Democracy your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each and
every word written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe
you never get ahead of. The Ruling America: A History of Wealth and Power in a Democracy giving you a
different experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful data for your better life on
this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased when
you are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare
time activity?
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