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By exploring how children and their families became unprecedented objects of governmental policy in the
early decades of France's Third Republic, Sylvia Schafer offers a fresh perspective on the self-fashioning of a
new governmental order. In the aftermath of the Franco-Prussian War, social reformers claimed that children
were increasingly the victims of their parents' immorality. Schafer examines how government officials
codified these claims in the period between 1871 and 1914 and made the moral status of the family the focus
of new kinds of legislative, juridical, and administrative action. Although the debate on moral danger in the
family helped to articulate the young republic's claim to moral authority in the metaphors of parenthood, the
definition of "moral endangerment" remained ambiguous. Schafer shows how public authorities reshaped
their agenda and varied their remedies as their schemes for protecting morally endangered children broke
down under the enduring weight of this ambiguity.

Drawing on insights from feminist theory, literary studies, and the work of Michel Foucault, Schafer reveals
the cultural complexity of civil justice and social administration in both their formal and everyday
incarnations. In demonstrating the centrality of ambivalence as a condition of liberal government and
governmental representations, she fundamentally recasts the history of the early Third Republic and, more
widely, issues a powerful challenge to conventional views of the modern state and its history.

Originally published in 1997.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Fernando Rowe:

This Children in Moral Danger and the Problem of Government in Third Republic France usually are reliable
for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Children in Moral
Danger and the Problem of Government in Third Republic France can be one of many great books you must
have is definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that
might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Children in Moral Danger and
the Problem of Government in Third Republic France forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as
rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's
have it and revel in reading.

Aimee Nguyen:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time
to be learn. Children in Moral Danger and the Problem of Government in Third Republic France can be your
answer as it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

Emily Scott:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This publication Children in Moral Danger and the Problem of Government in Third
Republic France was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you
know how big benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now,
many ways to get book which you wanted.

Wayne Hankinson:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the top book
for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as of book Children in Moral
Danger and the Problem of Government in Third Republic France. You can add your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to read.
It is most important that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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