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Graffiti is as ubiquitous as telephone poles in America's cities; it is as old as the earliest civilizations. The
most public medium in the country today, graffiti can signal territory, love, or liberation. Ironically, graffiti is
understood by only a fraction of those who encounter it. Usually read as a sign of urban decay and as a loss
of control over the physical environment, graffiti has become one of the most potent cultural languages of
our age. Wallbangin' is an unprecedented, in-depth look at this phenomenon as it is embodied in the
neighborhoods of one of its epicenters, Los Angeles.

Anthropologist Susan Phillips enters the lives of the African-American and Chicano gang members to write a
comprehensive guide to their symbolic and visual expression. She not only decodes the graffiti—explaining
how, for instance, gang boundaries are visually delimited and how "memorial" graffiti functions—but she
also places it in the context of the changing urban landscapes within the city. Graffiti, she argues, is
inextricably linked to political change, to race, and to art, and she demonstrates how those connections are
played out in contemporary L.A. Wallbangin' is, on this level, an iconography of street imagery. But it is also
a very personal narrative about entering the world of L.A. street gangs—a world of pride, enemies,
affirmation, and humanity where gang members use graffiti to redefine their social and political position in
society.

To many outsiders, graffiti is cryptic, senseless scribbling. But Phillips explains it as an ingenious and
creative solution to the disenfranchisement felt by those who produce it. With personal narratives,
provocative photography, and contemporary voices, Wallbangin' unlocks the mysteries behind street-level
ideologies and their visual manifestations.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Clayton:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while
is reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other
is high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Wallbangin': Graffiti and
Gangs in L.A. book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a
book.

Henry Robinson:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which you should start with. This Wallbangin': Graffiti and Gangs in L.A. is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this
era.

Reta Zimmer:

The book untitled Wallbangin': Graffiti and Gangs in L.A. is the book that recommended to you to learn.
You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that writer
use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of study when write the
book, hence the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly
get the e-book of Wallbangin': Graffiti and Gangs in L.A. from the publisher to make you much more enjoy
free time.

Daniel Hutchison:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is Wallbangin': Graffiti and Gangs in L.A. this guide consist a lot of the information of
the condition of this world now. This book was represented how can the world has grown up. The dialect
styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he
makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.
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