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At the Berlin Auto Show in 1938, Adolf Hitler presented the prototype for a small, oddly shaped,
inexpensive family car that all good Aryans could enjoy. Decades later, that automobile-the Volkswagen
Beetle-was one of the most beloved in the world. Bernhard Rieger examines culture and technology, politics
and economics, and industrial design and advertising genius to reveal how a car commissioned by Hitler and
designed by Ferdinand Porsche became an exceptional global commodity on a par with Coca-Cola.

Beyond its quality and low cost, the Beetle's success hinged on its uncanny ability to capture the
imaginations of people across nations and cultures. In West Germany, it came to stand for the postwar
"economic miracle" and helped propel Europe into the age of mass motorization. In the United States, it was
embraced in the suburbs, and then prized by the hippie counterculture as an antidote to suburban conformity.
As its popularity waned in the First World, the Beetle crawled across Mexico and Latin America, where it
symbolized a sturdy toughness necessary to thrive amid economic instability.

Drawing from a wealth of sources in multiple languages, The People's Car presents an international cast of
characters-executives and engineers, journalists and advertisers, assembly line workers and car collectors,
and everyday drivers-who made the Beetle into a global icon. The Beetle's improbable story as a failed
prestige project of the Third Reich which became a world-renowned brand illuminates the multiple origins,
creative adaptations, and persisting inequalities that characterized twentieth-century globalization.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Scuderi:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled The People's Car: A Global History of the Volkswagen Beetle. Try to
make book The People's Car: A Global History of the Volkswagen Beetle as your buddy. It means that it can
to get your friend when you sense alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it
is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every little
thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Micheal Ruiz:

In other case, little individuals like to read book The People's Car: A Global History of the Volkswagen
Beetle. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important any book The People's Car: A Global History of the Volkswagen Beetle. You can add information
and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can
recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point
until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet
device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Jacob Hill:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept The People's
Car: A Global History of the Volkswagen Beetle suitable to you? The particular book was written by popular
writer in this era. The actual book untitled The People's Car: A Global History of the Volkswagen Beetleis
the main of several books which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a lot of people in the
world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This
book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the
world within this book.

Charles Parker:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the book untitled The People's Car: A Global History of the Volkswagen Beetle
can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.
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