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The allure of educational technology is easy to understand. Classroom instruction is an expensive and time-
consuming process fraught with contradictory theories and frustratingly uneven results. Educators, inspired
by machines’ contributions to modern life, have been using technology to facilitate teaching for centuries.

In Teaching Machines, Bill Ferster examines past attempts to automate instruction from the earliest use of
the postal service for distance education to the current maelstrom surrounding Massive Open Online
Courses. He tells the stories of the entrepreneurs and visionaries who, beginning in the colonial era,
developed and promoted various instructional technologies. Ferster touches on a wide range of attempts to
enhance the classroom experience with machines, from hornbooks, the Chautauqua movement, and
correspondence courses to B. F. Skinner’s teaching machine, intelligent tutoring systems, and eLearning.

The famed progressive teachers, researchers, and administrators that the book highlights often overcame
substantial hurdles to implement their ideas, but not all of them succeeded in improving the quality of
education. Teaching Machines provides invaluable new insight into our current debate over the efficacy of
educational technology.
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From reader reviews:

Ronnie Hamilton:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high. For you who
want to start reading a book, we give you this Teaching Machines: Learning from the Intersection of
Education and Technology (Tech.edu: A Hopkins Series on Education and Technology) book as starter and
daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Kim Phillips:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Teaching Machines: Learning
from the Intersection of Education and Technology (Tech.edu: A Hopkins Series on Education and
Technology) that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over
the world can be said as the method for people to know world better then how they react towards the world.
It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to
be success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick
Teaching Machines: Learning from the Intersection of Education and Technology (Tech.edu: A Hopkins
Series on Education and Technology) become your own starter.

Jessica Henriquez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that question was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. Amount types of books that
can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Teaching Machines: Learning from the Intersection
of Education and Technology (Tech.edu: A Hopkins Series on Education and Technology).

Darren Perez:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news.
In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for
the Teaching Machines: Learning from the Intersection of Education and Technology (Tech.edu: A Hopkins



Series on Education and Technology) when you desired it?
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