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Editing is a tricky business. It requires analytical flair and creative panache, the patience of a saint and the
vision of a writer. Transforming a manuscript into a book that edifies, inspires, and sells? That’s the job of
the developmental editor, whose desk is the first stop for many manuscripts on the road to bookdom—a route
ably mapped out in the pages of Developmental Editing.

Author Scott Norton has worked with a diverse range of authors, editors, and publishers, and his handbook
provides an approach to developmental editing that is logical, collaborative, humorous, and realistic. He
starts with the core tasks of shaping the proposal, finding the hook, and building the narrative or argument,
and then turns to the hard work of executing the plan and establishing a style.

Developmental Editing includes detailed case studies featuring a variety of nonfiction books—election-year
polemic, popular science, memoir, travel guide—and authors ranging from first-timer to veteran, journalist to
scholar. Handy sidebars offer advice on how to become a developmental editor, create effective illustration
programs, and adapt sophisticated fiction techniques (such as point of view, suspense, plotting, character,
and setting) to nonfiction writing.  

Norton’s book also provides freelance copyeditors with a way to earn higher fees while introducing more
creativity into their work lives. It gives acquisitions, marketing, and production staff a vocabulary for
diagnosing a manuscript’s flaws and techniques for transforming it into a bestseller. And perhaps most
importantly, Developmental Editing equips authors with the concrete tools they need to reach their
audiences.
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From reader reviews:

Derek McCaleb:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Developmental Editing: A Handbook for Freelancers, Authors, and
Publishers (Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and Publishing). Try to the actual book Developmental
Editing: A Handbook for Freelancers, Authors, and Publishers (Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and
Publishing) as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside that course
make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let us make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Jacob Gray:

The e-book with title Developmental Editing: A Handbook for Freelancers, Authors, and Publishers
(Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and Publishing) has lot of information that you can study it. You can
get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge the information that exist in
this publication represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You
can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Jason Savage:

Why? Because this Developmental Editing: A Handbook for Freelancers, Authors, and Publishers (Chicago
Guides to Writing, Editing, and Publishing) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you
to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic
author who else write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to understand,
entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other
book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone
having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Joseph Langley:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Developmental
Editing: A Handbook for Freelancers, Authors, and Publishers (Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and
Publishing), you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of



hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its referred to as
reading friends.
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