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Classicists have been slow to take advantage of the important advances in the way that literacy is viewed in
other disciplines (including in particular cognitive psychology, socio-linguistics, and socio-anthropology).
On the other hand, historians of literacy continue to rely on outdated work by classicists (mostly from the
1960's and 1970's) and have little access to the current reexamination of the ancient evidence. This timely
volume attempts to formulate new interesting ways of talking about the entire concept of literacy in the
ancient world--literacy not in the sense of whether 10% or 30% of people in the ancient world could read or
write, but in the sense of text-oriented events embedded in a particular socio-cultural context. The volume is
intended as a forum in which selected leading scholars rethink from the ground up how students of classical
antiquity might best approach the question of literacy in the past, and how that investigation might materially
intersect with changes in the way that literacy is now viewed in other disciplines. The result will give readers
new ways of thinking about specific elements of "literacy" in antiquity, such as the nature of personal
libraries, or what it means to be a bookseller in antiquity; new constructionist questions, such as what
constitutes reading communities and how they fashion themselves; new takes on the public sphere, such as
how literacy intersects with commercialism, or with the use of public spaces, or with the construction of
civic identity; new essentialist questions, such as what "book" and "reading" signify in antiquity, why literate
cultures develop, or why literate cultures matter. The book derives from a conference (a Semple Symposium
held in Cincinnati in April 2006) and includes new work from the most outstanding scholars of literacy in
antiquity (e.g., Simon Goldhill, Joseph Farrell, Peter White, and Rosalind Thomas).
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From reader reviews:

William Martin:

The book Ancient Literacies: The Culture of Reading in Greece and Rome give you a sense of feeling enjoy
for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best
friend when you getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book
Ancient Literacies: The Culture of Reading in Greece and Rome for being your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read a guide Ancient Literacies: The
Culture of Reading in Greece and Rome. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Debra Treat:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Ancient
Literacies: The Culture of Reading in Greece and Rome suitable to you? Often the book was written by
famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled Ancient Literacies: The Culture of Reading in Greece and
Romeis the one of several books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of
people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to
understand the core of this publication. This book will give you a large amount of information about this
world now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Jeannie Brenner:

Beside that Ancient Literacies: The Culture of Reading in Greece and Rome in your phone, it might give you
a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got here is
fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good
thing to have Ancient Literacies: The Culture of Reading in Greece and Rome because this book offers for
your requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's about.
Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book along
with read it from currently!

Timothy Wrobel:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Ancient Literacies: The Culture of Reading in
Greece and Rome can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending
your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have
than the others?
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