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Amidst the violent racism prevalent at the turn of the twentieth century, African American cultural elites,
struggling to articulate a positive black identity, developed a middle-class ideology of racial uplift. Insisting
that they were truly representative of the race's potential, black elites espoused an ethos of self-help and
service to the black masses and distinguished themselves from the black majority as agents of civilization;
hence the phrase 'uplifting the race.'

A central assumption of racial uplift ideology was that African Americans' material and moral progress
would diminish white racism. But Kevin Gaines argues that, in its emphasis on class distinctions and
patriarchal authority, racial uplift ideology was tied to pejorative notions of racial pathology and thus was
limited as a force against white prejudice.

Drawing on the work of W. E. B. Du Bois, Anna Julia Cooper, Alice Dunbar-Nelson, Hubert H. Harrison,
and others, Gaines focuses on the intersections between race and gender in both racial uplift ideology and
black nationalist thought, showing that the meaning of uplift was intensely contested even among those who
shared its aims. Ultimately, elite conceptions of the ideology retreated from more democratic visions of uplift
as social advancement, leaving a legacy that narrows our conceptions of rights, citizenship, and social
justice.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Powers:

With other case, little folks like to read book Uplifting the Race: Black Leadership, Politics, and Culture in
the Twentieth Century. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know
about how is important some sort of book Uplifting the Race: Black Leadership, Politics, and Culture in the
Twentieth Century. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to
know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can
utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Annie Hernandez:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has various
personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great along with important the book Uplifting the Race: Black Leadership,
Politics, and Culture in the Twentieth Century. All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You
can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Benjamin Martinez:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
any time those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Uplifting the Race: Black Leadership, Politics, and
Culture in the Twentieth Century as the daily resource information.

Walter Taylor:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book.
Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Uplifting the Race: Black
Leadership, Politics, and Culture in the Twentieth Century.
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