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International legal positivism has been crucial to the development of international law since the nineteenth
century. It is often seen as the basis of mainstream or traditional international legal thought. The Project of
Positivism in International Law addresses this theory in the long-standing tradition of critical intellectual
histories of international law. It provides a nuanced analysis of the resilience of the economic-positivist
theory, and shows how influential its role was in shaping the modern frameworks of international law. The
book argues that the rise of positivist international law was inseparable from philosophical developments
placing the notion of conflict of interests at the centre of collective life. Where previously international
thought was dominated by notions of the right, the just, and the good, increasingly international relations
became viewed as 'interests' in need of harmonization. In this context, international law was re-founded as
the universal law that could harmonize the interests of both public and private international entities.

The book argues that these evolutions in philosophical thought were bound up with the consolidation of
capitalism, and with the ideas about human existence and human nature which emerged in that process. It
provides an innovative analysis of the selected biography of ideas which it presents, including a detailed
focus on the work of Hans Kelsen, one of the leading positivist thinkers of the twentieth century. It also
argues that the work of Lassa Oppenheim should be included within this analysis, as providing some of the
key founding texts of positivism in international law. This book will be a fascinating read for scholars and
students of international legal theory, historians of ideas, and legal philosophers.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Johnson:

The book The Project of Positivism in International Law (The History and Theory of International Law)
make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to
become your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
studying a book The Project of Positivism in International Law (The History and Theory of International
Law) being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a reserve The
Project of Positivism in International Law (The History and Theory of International Law). Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Julie Kappel:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the data
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this The Project of
Positivism in International Law (The History and Theory of International Law).

Eunice Holt:

The reason? Because this The Project of Positivism in International Law (The History and Theory of
International Law) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter
it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the
book in such incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey
the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I
will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Daniel Scott:

This The Project of Positivism in International Law (The History and Theory of International Law) is new
way for you who has interest to look for some information given it relief your hunger associated with.
Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in
reading this The Project of Positivism in International Law (The History and Theory of International Law)
can be the light food for you because the information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These



books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form.
People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is
absolutely no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be
here for anyone. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with
knowledge.
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