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Peter C. Messer demonstrates that a strong sense of a shared past transformed British subjects into
American citizens. He traces the emergence of distinctively American attitudes about society, politics, and
government through the written history of the American experience. Stories of Independence argues that the
way early Americans wrote about their own history—from colonial times, to the heady days of the
Revolution, to the uneasy decades following independence—helped shape the future of this young nation.

Differences between American colonists and the British government became increasingly contentious over
the course of the eighteenth century as distinctive American identities emerged among the colonists.
Grounded in common values and the shared experiences of creating communities in a new world, these
identities would eventually liberate Americans to declare their independence and experiment with new forms
of government.

During the colonial period, provincial historians celebrated the autonomous origins and local institutions of
their communities as a way of arguing for greater independence from Great Britain. Imperial historians, on
the other hand, stressed allegiance to the mother country and the English institutions that continued to
sustain them. When relations with Britain reached a crisis, these visions of provincial pride and imperial
loyalty came into open and irreconcilable conflict. The resulting debate produced not only a declaration of
independence but a new political order grounded on the provincial vision of the origins and progress of
America.

When the political turmoil of the 1780s and 1790s threatened to fragment the new republic, historians turned
to the provincial vision of history to fashion a past for their nation from which they could create a unifying
national identity. Their stories of the drive for independence and the founding of the United States helped
both cement and limit the innovations in political thought produced by their provincial and revolutionary
predecessors.
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From reader reviews:

Vanesa Thomas:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Stories of Independence: Identity, Ideology, and History
in Eighteenth-Century America as your daily resource information.

Charlie Seymour:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need
more time to be learn. Stories of Independence: Identity, Ideology, and History in Eighteenth-Century
America can be your answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who have those short free time
problems.

Marilyn Calhoun:

You can get this Stories of Independence: Identity, Ideology, and History in Eighteenth-Century America by
look at the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed but
also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-
date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Aimee Buffington:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You
can choose the very best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
named of book Stories of Independence: Identity, Ideology, and History in Eighteenth-Century America.
Contain your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and
make anyone happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.
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