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Contemporary America, with its unparalleled armaments and ambition, seems to many commentators a new
empire. Others angrily reject the designation. What stakes would being an empire have for our identity at
home and our role abroad?

A preeminent American historian addresses these issues in light of the history of empires since antiquity.
This elegantly written book examines the structure and impact of these mega-states and asks whether the
United States shares their traits and behavior. Eschewing the standard focus on current U.S. foreign policy
and the recent spate of pro- and anti-empire polemics, Charles S. Maier uses comparative history to test the
relevance of a concept often invoked but not always understood. Marshaling a remarkable array of evidence-
-from Roman, Ottoman, Moghul, Spanish, Russian, Chinese, and British experience--Maier outlines the
essentials of empire throughout history. He then explores the exercise of U.S. power in the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries, carefully analyzing its economic and strategic sources and the nation's relationship to
predecessors and rivals.

To inquire about empire is to ask what the United States has become as a result of its wealth, inventiveness,
and ambitions. It is to confront lofty national aspirations with the realities of the violence that often attends
imperial politics and thus to question both the costs and the opportunities of the current U.S. global
ascendancy. With learning, dispassion, and clarity, Among Empires offers bold comparisons and an original
account of American power. It confirms that the issue of empire must be a concern of every citizen.
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From reader reviews:

Alvin Shaw:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This Among Empires: American Ascendancy and Its
Predecessors can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have point that they
don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more
than different make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have Among Empires:
American Ascendancy and Its Predecessors.

Jeremy Robinson:

You can find this Among Empires: American Ascendancy and Its Predecessors by browse the bookstore or
Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book
by means of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.

William McNeill:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred
to as of book Among Empires: American Ascendancy and Its Predecessors. You can add your knowledge by
it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.

Carmela Martin:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update
of news. In this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for
anyone. From media social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book,
fresh and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open
your book? Or just looking for the Among Empires: American Ascendancy and Its Predecessors when you
required it?
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