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The history of American dance reflects the nation’s tangled culture. Dancers from wildly different
backgrounds learned, imitated, and stole from one another.  Audiences everywhere embraced the result as
deeply American.
 
Using the stories of tapper Bill "Bojangles" Robinson, Ginger Rogers and Fred Astaire, ballet and Broadway
choreographer Agnes de Mille, choreographer Paul Taylor, and Michael Jackson, Megan Pugh shows how
freedom—that nebulous, contested American ideal—emerges as a genre-defining aesthetic. In Pugh’s
account, ballerinas mingle with slumming thrill-seekers, and hoedowns show up on elite opera house stages.
Steps invented by slaves on antebellum plantations captivate the British royalty and the Parisian avant-garde.
Dances were better boundary crossers than their dancers, however, and the issues of race and class that haunt
everyday life shadow American dance as well. Deftly narrated, America Dancing demonstrates the centrality
of dance in American art, life, and identity, taking us to watershed moments when the nation worked out a
sense of itself through public movement.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Norman:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This America Dancing: From the Cakewalk
to the Moonwalk is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Jesse Hooker:

Typically the book America Dancing: From the Cakewalk to the Moonwalk has a lot associated with on it.
So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Jaime McKenney:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular America Dancing: From the Cakewalk to the
Moonwalk can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have thing
that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing
more than different make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have America Dancing:
From the Cakewalk to the Moonwalk.

Kari Annis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is America Dancing: From the
Cakewalk to the Moonwalk.
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