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Written by imperial command in the eighth century, The Kojiki: Records of Ancient Matters is Japan's
classic of classics, the oldest connected literary work and the fundamental scripture of Shinto. A more factual
history called the Nihongi or Nihon Shoki (Chronicles of Japan) was completed in A.D. 720, but The Kojiki
remains the better known, perhaps because of its special concern with the legends of the gods, with the
divine descent of the imperial family, and with native Shinto. Both works have immense value as records of
the development of Japan into a unified state with a well-defined character. Indeed, even the mythological
aspects were accepted as fact throughout most of subsequent Japanese history-until the defeat and
disillusionment of the nation in 1945. This classic text is a key to the historical roots of the Japanese people-
their early life and the development of their character and institutions-as well as a lively mixture of legend
and history, genealogy, and poetry. It stands as one of the greatest monuments of Japanese literature because
it preserves more faithfully than any other book the mythology, manners, language and traditions of Japan. It
provides, furthermore, a vivid account of a nation in the making. This famous translation by the British
scholar Basil Hall Chamberlain is enhanced by notes on the text and an extensive introduction discussing
early Japanese society, as well as The Kojiki and its background. Important for its wealth of information,
The Kojiki is indispensable to anyone interested in things Japanese.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Bain:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This ??? ???_THE KOJIKI:Records of Ancient
Matters (???????????????) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Kenneth Kelly:

??? ???_THE KOJIKI:Records of Ancient Matters (???????????????) can be one of your basic books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing ??? ???_THE
KOJIKI:Records of Ancient Matters (???????????????) nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving
the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Dale Hollander:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This ??? ???_THE KOJIKI:Records of Ancient
Matters (???????????????) can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently
out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?

Marcella Cook:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news. On this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the ??? ???_THE KOJIKI:Records of Ancient Matters (???????????????) when you essential
it?
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