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*Includes historic illustrations depicting the three women and important people and places in their lives.
*Includes a profile of Anne Bonny and Mary Read from the famous English pirate history "A General
History of the Pyrates".
*Discusses common legends about the three women, separating fact from fiction.
*Includes Bibliographies for further reading.
The people who have lived outside the boundaries of normal societies and refused to play by the rules have
long fascinated the world, and nowhere is this more evident than the continuing interest in the pirates of
centuries past. As the subjects of books, movies, and even theme park rides, people continue to let their
imaginations go when it comes to pirates, with buried treasure, parrots, and walking the plank all ingrained
in pop culture’s perception of them.
While that explains some of the reasons Grace O'Malley's life and legacy continue to resonate, she was
clearly a different kind of woman altogether. Far from being a member of an unprivileged class seeking to
steal booty from any ship she could, she was both a queen and a rebel who defiantly fought to protect her
home and way of life against the English. Naturally, while foreigners might remember her as a pirate and one
of many famous rebels opposing the English over the centuries, Ireland has remembered her as a folk hero,
and she has become the subject of all the poetry, songs, plays, and movies that come along with such a
standing. 19th century writer James Hardiman may have summed up her legacy the best when he wrote, “Her
name has been frequently used by our Bards, to designate Ireland. Hence our Countrymen have been often
called ‘Sons of old Grana Weal.’”
One of the most famous pirates of all time, and possibly the most famous woman to ever become one, was
Anne Bonny. The Irish-born girl moved with her family to the Bahamas at a young age in the early 18th
century, which at that time was a hotbed for piracy by the likes of Blackbeard, but the redhead with a fiery
temper would go on to forge her own reputation. After marrying a poor sailor who accepted clemency to give
up piracy, Anne began a legendary affair with Calico Jack Rackam and became pregnant with his child, but
that did not stop them from plundering the high seas aboard his pirate ship Revenge, at least until they were
captured by British authorities. Anne avoided execution by “pleading her belly”, getting a temporary stay of
execution due to her pregnancy.
Among all the pirates of the “Golden Age of Piracy”, none were as unique as Mary Read, who was one of
just two known women to be tried as a pirate during the Golden Age, alongside her own crewmate (and
possible lover) Anne Bonny. Like Anne, Mary Read was an illegitimate child who spent some of her
childhood dressed up as and disguised as a little boy through incredibly strange circumstances. But unlike
her future shipmate, Mary ultimately took a liking to it, and she continued to disguise her gender to take on
roles reserved for men, including in the British army.
In 1720, Mary's ship was captured by Calico Jack, who already had his lover Anne Bonny as part of his crew
and now unwittingly added a second female when Mary opted to join. Together the three played a legendary
role as shipmates and possible lovers while continuing their piracy around the Bahamas, only to eventually
be captured by authorities in October 1720. Most of the crew was executed, but Mary was able to
successfully “plead the belly” and thereby receiving a stay of execution. This spared her the noose, but Mary
died of illness before giving birth anyway.
History's Famous Women Pirates chronicles the lives and legacies of the three famous women. Along with
bibliographies and pictures, you will learn about Grace O'Malley, Anne Bonny and Mary Read like never



before.
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From reader reviews:

James Helm:

The book History's Famous Women Pirates: Grace O'Malley, Anne Bonny and Mary Read can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book
History's Famous Women Pirates: Grace O'Malley, Anne Bonny and Mary Read? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible
to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book History's Famous Women Pirates: Grace O'Malley,
Anne Bonny and Mary Read has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can
appear the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Karolyn Kaufman:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of many
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this History's Famous Women Pirates: Grace O'Malley, Anne Bonny and Mary Read, you may tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a reserve.

Jimmy Stone:

The reason why? Because this History's Famous Women Pirates: Grace O'Malley, Anne Bonny and Mary
Read is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap
you with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in
such awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book?
If I had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Thelma Davis:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This History's Famous Women Pirates:
Grace O'Malley, Anne Bonny and Mary Read can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You
are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So



what these books have than the others?
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