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In Stradivari’s Genius, Toby Faber charted the fascinating course of some of the world’s most prized
musical instruments. Now, in this enthralling new book, he tells the story of objects that are, to many, the
pinnacle of the jeweler’s art: the Fabergé imperial eggs.

The Easter presents that Russia’s last two czars gave to their czarinas have become synonymous with
privilege, beauty, and an almost provocative uselessness. They are perhaps the most redolent symbols of the
old empire’s phenomenal craftsmanship, of the decadence of its court, and of the upheavals that brought
about its inevitable downfall. Fabergé’s Eggs is the first book to recount the remarkable story of these
masterpieces, taking us from the circumstances that inspired each egg’s design, through their disappearance
in the trauma of revolution, to their eventual reemergence in the global marketplace.

In 1885, Carl Fabergé created a seemingly plain white egg for Czar Alexander III to give to his beloved wife,
Marie Fedorovna. It was the surprises hidden inside that made it special: a diamond miniature of the Imperial
crown and a ruby pendant. This gift began a tradition that would last for more than three decades: lavishly
extravagant eggs commemorating public events that, in retrospect, seem little more than staging posts on the
march to revolution. Above all, the eggs illustrate the attitudes that would ultimately lead to the downfall of
the Romanovs: their apparent indifference to the poverty that choked their country, their preference for style
over substance, and, during the reign of Nicholas II, their all-consuming concern with the health of the
czarevitch Alexis, the sickly heir to the throne–a preoccupation that would propel them toward Rasputin and
the doom of the dynasty.

More than a superb new account of a classic tragedy, Fabergé’s Eggs illuminates some fascinating aspects of
twentieth-century history. The eggs’ amazing journey from revolutionary Russia features a cast of characters
including embattled Bolsheviks, acquisitive British royals, eccentric artifact salesmen, and such famous
business and society figures as Arm and Hammer, Marjorie Merriweather Post, and Malcolm Forbes.
Finally, Toby Faber tantalizingly suggests that some of the eggs long thought lost may eventually emerge.

Darting from the palaces of a besieged Russia to the showcases of New York’s modern mega-wealthy,
Fabergé’s Eggs weaves a story unparalleled in its drama and extravagance.

Praise for Stradivari’s Genius

“Fascinating . . . lively . . . more enthralling, earthy and illuminating than any fiction could be.”
–The New York Times Book Review

“A celebration of six instruments and the master craftsman who made them . . . [Faber] brings to the subject
an infectious fascination with Stradivari’s life and trade. . . . He writes with clarity and fluency.”
–Chicago Tribune

“An extraordinary accomplishment and a compelling read. Like strange totems that cast an irresistible spell,
these instruments bring out the best and the worst of those who would own them, and Faber deftly tells the



stories in all their rich and surprising detail.”
–Thad Carhart, author of The Piano Shop on the Left Bank

“A worthy contribution to the ongoing legend of Stradivari.”
–Minneapolis Star Tribune

“Fascinating, accessible, and enjoyable.”
–Tracy Chevalier, author of Girl with a Pearl Earring
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From reader reviews:

Antione Wilson:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can
be reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you should have this Faberge's Eggs: The Extraordinary Story of
the Masterpieces That Outlived an Empire.

Emma O\'Neill:

Often the book Faberge's Eggs: The Extraordinary Story of the Masterpieces That Outlived an Empire has a
lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled
by the very famous author. Tom makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read
you will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Modesto Delarosa:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Faberge's Eggs: The Extraordinary Story of the Masterpieces That
Outlived an Empire why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will
not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Edward Doucet:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt
this when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Faberge's Eggs: The
Extraordinary Story of the Masterpieces That Outlived an Empire to make your personal reading is
interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is developing when you including reading. Try to
choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and looking at
especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the
publication Faberge's Eggs: The Extraordinary Story of the Masterpieces That Outlived an Empire can to be
your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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