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In the eighth and ninth centuries, three Byzantine empresses--Irene, Euphrosyne, and Theodora--changed
history. Their combined efforts restored the veneration of icons, saving Byzantium from a purely symbolic
and decorative art and ensuring its influence for centuries to come.

In this exhilarating and highly entertaining account, one of the foremost historians of the medieval period
tells the story of how these fascinating women exercised imperial sovereignty with consummate skill and
sometimes ruthless tactics. Though they gained access to the all-pervasive authority of the Byzantine ruling
dynasty through marriage, all three continued to wear the imperial purple and wield tremendous power as
widows. From Constantinople, their own Queen City, the empresses undermined competitors and governed
like men. They conducted diplomacy across the known world, negotiating with the likes of Charlemagne,
Roman popes, and the great Arab caliph Harun al Rashid.

Vehemently rejecting the ban on holy images instituted by their male relatives, Irene and Theodora used craft
and power to reverse the official iconoclasm and restore icons to their place of adoration in the Eastern
Church. In so doing, they profoundly altered the course of history. The art--and not only the art--of
Byzantium, of Islam, and of the West would have been very different without them.

As Judith Herrin traces the surviving evidence, she evokes the complex and deeply religious world of
Constantinople in the aftermath of Arab conquest. She brings to life its monuments and palaces, its court
ceremonies and rituals, the role of eunuchs (the "third sex"), bride shows, and the influence of warring
monks and patriarchs. Based on new research and written for a general audience, Women in Purple reshapes
our understanding of an empire that lasted a thousand years and splashes fresh light on the relationship of
women to power.
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From reader reviews:

George Oneal:

The reserve untitled Women in Purple: Rulers of Medieval Byzantium is the book that recommended to you
you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually. The language
that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a
lot of study when write the book, so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also
might get the e-book of Women in Purple: Rulers of Medieval Byzantium from the publisher to make you
more enjoy free time.

Robert Frye:

Exactly why? Because this Women in Purple: Rulers of Medieval Byzantium is an unordinary book that the
inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the
content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give
you a lot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Raymond Lee:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Women in Purple: Rulers of Medieval Byzantium
can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they don't and
make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various
other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have Women in Purple: Rulers of
Medieval Byzantium.

Daniel Watkins:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Women in Purple: Rulers of Medieval
Byzantium to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the
feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book and
learn it. Beside that the guide Women in Purple: Rulers of Medieval Byzantium can to be your brand-new
friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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