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After World War II, the US Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) began mass-producing radioisotopes,
sending out nearly 64,000 shipments of radioactive materials to scientists and physicians by 1955. Even as
the atomic bomb became the focus of Cold War anxiety, radioisotopes represented the government’s efforts
to harness the power of the atom for peace—advancing medicine, domestic energy, and foreign relations.
           
In Life Atomic, Angela N. H. Creager tells the story of how these radioisotopes, which were simultaneously
scientific tools and political icons, transformed biomedicine and ecology. Government-produced
radioisotopes provided physicians with new tools for diagnosis and therapy, specifically cancer therapy, and
enabled biologists to trace molecular transformations. Yet the government’s attempt to present radioisotopes
as marvelous dividends of the atomic age was undercut in the 1950s by the fallout debates, as scientists and
citizens recognized the hazards of low-level radiation. Creager reveals that growing consciousness of the
danger of radioactivity did not reduce the demand for radioisotopes at hospitals and laboratories, but it did
change their popular representation from a therapeutic agent to an environmental poison. She then
demonstrates how, by the late twentieth century, public fear of radioactivity overshadowed any appreciation
of the positive consequences of the AEC’s provision of radioisotopes for research and medicine.
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From reader reviews:

Pauline Jefferson:

The reserve with title Life Atomic: A History of Radioisotopes in Science and Medicine (Synthesis) posesses
a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of
book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at
this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book
will bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can
read that anywhere you want.

Peter Cox:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from that.
A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride on
and with addition details. Even you love Life Atomic: A History of Radioisotopes in Science and Medicine
(Synthesis), you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its known as
reading friends.

Stacy Perry:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Life Atomic: A History
of Radioisotopes in Science and Medicine (Synthesis) that give your fun preference will be satisfied by
means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to
know world a great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So ,
for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick Life Atomic: A History of
Radioisotopes in Science and Medicine (Synthesis) become your starter.

Jose Lloyd:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in
the top listing in your reading list is Life Atomic: A History of Radioisotopes in Science and Medicine
(Synthesis). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be
precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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