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Medicine and Religion is the first book to comprehensively examine the relationship between medicine and
religion in the Western tradition from ancient times to the modern era. Beginning with the earliest attempts
to heal the body and account for the meaning of illness in the ancient Near East, historian Gary B. Ferngren
describes how the polytheistic religions of ancient Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greece, and Rome and the
monotheistic faiths of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam have complemented medicine in the ancient,
medieval, and modern periods.

Ferngren paints a broad and detailed portrait of how humans throughout the ages have drawn on specific
values of diverse religious traditions in caring for the body. Religious perspectives have informed both the
treatment of disease and the provision of health care. And, while tensions have sometimes existed, relations
between medicine and religion have often been cooperative and mutually beneficial.

Religious beliefs provided a framework for explaining disease and suffering that was larger than medicine
alone could offer. These beliefs furnished a theological basis for a compassionate care of the sick that led to
the creation of the hospital and a long tradition of charitable medicine.

Praise for Medicine and Health Care in Early Christianity, by Gary B. Ferngren

"This fine work looks forward as well as backward; it invites fuller reflection of the many senses in which
medicine and religion intersect and merits wide readership."? JAMA

"An important book, for students of Christian theology who understand health and healing to be topics of
theological interest, and for health care practitioners who seek a historical perspective on the development of
the ethos of their vocation."? Journal of Religion and Health
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Moore:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people
in the world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book Medicine and Religion: A Historical
Introduction. All type of book could you see on many sources. You can look for the internet sources or other
social media.

Joseph Blackwell:

The particular book Medicine and Religion: A Historical Introduction has a lot info on it. So when you read
this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes
some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can find the point easily
after scanning this book.

Sharon Hite:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Medicine and Religion: A
Historical Introduction that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.
Reading practice all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably better
then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for
the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick Medicine and Religion: A Historical Introduction
become your own personal starter.

William McCoy:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Medicine and Religion: A Historical
Introduction to make your personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when
you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about
book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and read it.
Beside that the reserve Medicine and Religion: A Historical Introduction can to be your brand-new friend
when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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