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In Defining Reality, Edward Schiappa argues that definitional disputes should be treated less as philosophical

questions of “is” and more as sociopolitical questions of “ought.” Instead of asking “What is X?” he

advocates that definitions be considered as proposals for shared knowledge and institutional norms, as in

“What should count as X in context Y, given our needs and interests?”

 

Covering a broad scope of argument in rhetorical theory, as well as in legal, medical, scientific, and

environmental debates, Schiappa shows the act of defining to be a specialized and learned behavior, and

therefore one that can be studied and improved. In response to theories that deem discourse to be persuasive,

the author asserts that all discourse is definitive discourse that contributes to our construction of a shared

reality.

 

Defining Reality sheds light on our methods of creating common truths through language and argumentation

and forces us to reconsider the contexts, limitations, and adaptability of our definitions. Hinging on a

synthesis of arguments regarding the significance of definitional practices, the book is bolstered by a series

of case studies of debates about rape, euthanasia, abortion, and political and environmental issues. These

case studies ground Schiappa’s concepts in reality and delineate the power of public discourse within legal

contexts. Ranging widely among disciplines from philosophy and classical philology to constitutional law

and cognitive psychology, this study substantially contributes to the scholarship of rhetoric and

argumentation, particularly as they function in the realm of public discourse.
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From reader reviews:

Hector Naranjo:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lots of stress
from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely without a doubt.
People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare time
coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is actually Defining Reality: Definitions and the Politics of Meaning (Rhetorical Philosophy and
Theory).

Susan Spiegel:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Defining Reality: Definitions and the Politics of Meaning (Rhetorical Philosophy and Theory) your
mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely
can become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one web form
conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get before. The Defining Reality: Definitions and the
Politics of Meaning (Rhetorical Philosophy and Theory) giving you one more experience more than blown
away the mind but also giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us explain
to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are
finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time
activity?

James Fong:

This Defining Reality: Definitions and the Politics of Meaning (Rhetorical Philosophy and Theory) is brand
new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger associated
with. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little digest in
reading this Defining Reality: Definitions and the Politics of Meaning (Rhetorical Philosophy and Theory)
can be the light food in your case because the information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These
books create itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People who
think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any
in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So ,
don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as knowledge.

Meredith Butler:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This reserve Defining Reality: Definitions and the Politics of Meaning (Rhetorical



Philosophy and Theory) was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your
research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
selling point of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many
ways to get book that you wanted.
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