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The considerable progress that has been made researching fundamental learning processes tells an important
and interesting story. In this new book written for undergraduates, graduate students, and curious
professionals Mark Bouton recounts that story, providing a strong background in modern learning and
behavior theory that isinformed by the history of the field. The text reflects the author s conviction that the
study of animal learning has a central place in psychology, and that understanding its principles and theories
isimportant for students, psychologists, and scientists in related disciplines (e.g., behavioral neuroscience
and clinical psychology). Almost all of the chapters are organized to illustrate how knowledgeis
accumulated through the systematic development of theory and research. The book opens with a brief history
that connects the modern issues with their philosophical and biological roots. The second chapter addresses
the idea that basic learning processes are designed to help an organism adapt to a changing world; in the
process, it introduces the reader to awide range of interesting examples of learning. After analyzing some
fundamental phenomenain Pavlovian learning, the book then provides a very clear and readable review of
modern conditioning theories since the Rescorla-Wagner model, discusses memory retrieval and behavior-
system processes that govern performance, and addresses the question (posed by research in the late 1960s
and 1970s) of whether the laws of learning and behavior uncovered in the laboratory maze and Skinner box
have generality by studying learning in honey bees and categorization and causal judgmentsin humans.
Instrumental learning is then discussed from various perspectives in chapters on behavior and its
conseguences (research in behavior analysis), how stimuli guide instrumental action (a survey of the field of
animal cognition), and how motivation influences instrumental action. The final chapter reviews and
integrates the major themes of the book, describing avoidance learning, learned hel plessness, and related
examples of learning before reviewing the modern cognitive and synthetic perspective on instrumental
action. Lively and current, Learning and Behavior: A Contemporary Synthesis engages students while
illustrating the interconnectedness and excitement of modern research.
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From reader reviews:
Alonzo Stark:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster.
And you have extratime? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that
guestion due to the fact just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book isfamiliar in each person.
Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need that Learning and Behavior: A
Contemporary Synthesisto read.

Marjorie Cook:

Reading a e-book tendsto be new life stylein this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyonein thisworld can share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they
write about the data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authorsin thisworld always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them
isthis Learning and Behavior: A Contemporary Synthesis.

Michael Berube:

Spent afree the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic from the park.
They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
freetime/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first
thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to consider look for book, may
be the book untitled Learning and Behavior: A Contemporary Synthesis can be good book to read. May be it
isusualy best activity to you.

Garth McDonald:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more
time to be go through. Learning and Behavior: A Contemporary Synthesis can be your answer asit can be
read by an individual who have those short time problems.
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