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In a meditation on the wisdom of the Vedas, Roberto Calasso brings ritual and sacrifice to bear on the
modern world

In this revelatory volume, Roberto Calasso, whom The Paris Review has called "a literary institution,"
explores the ancient texts known as the Vedas. Little is known about the Vedic people, who lived more than
three thousand years ago in northern India: They left behind almost no objects, images, or ruins. They
created no empires. Even the soma, the likely hallucinogenic plant that appears at the center of some of their
rituals, has not been identified with any certainty. Only a "Parthenon of words" remains: verses and
formulations suggesting a daring understanding of life.
"If the Vedic people had been asked why they did not build cities," writes Calasso, "they could have replied:
we did not seek power, but rapture." This is the ardor of the Vedic world, a burning intensity that is always
present, both in the mind and in the cosmos.
With his signature erudition and profound sense of the past, Calasso explores the enigmatic web of ritual and
myth that defines the Vedas. Often at odds with modern thought, these texts illuminate the nature of
consciousness more vividly than anything else has managed to till now. Following the "hundred paths" of the
Satapatha Brahmana, an impressive exegesis of Vedic ritual, Ardor indicates that it may be possible to reach
what is closest by passing through that which is most remote, as "the whole of Vedic India was an attempt to
think further."
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Parker:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Ardor.

Ruby Sprankle:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Ardor suitable to you?
Often the book was written by popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Ardoris the one of
several books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world.
When you read this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The
author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this
publication. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you to see
the represented of the world on this book.

Donna Salerno:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Ardor your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe
unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a
publication then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get before. The Ardor
giving you a different experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your
better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind
will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Bruce Herrera:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Ardor is simple to create you can
read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not possess much space to bring
the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in
your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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