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At the turn of the twenty-first century, the central question confronting Jewish leaders in America is simple:

Why be Jewish?

Jonathan D. Sarna, acclaimed scholar of American Judaism, believes that “Why be Jewish?” is the wrong
question. Judaism, he believes, is not so much a “why” as a way—a way of life, a way of marking time, a
way of relating to the environment, to human beings, to family, and to God. Judaism is experienced through
doing—doing things Jewish, doing things for fellow Jews in need, doing things as a Jew to improve the state
of the world. The more Judaism one does, the more one comes to appreciate what Judaism is.

Using the Jewish calendar as his starting point, Sarna reflects on the major themes of Jewish life as expressed
in a full year of holidays—from Passover in the spring to Purim eleven months later. Passover, for instance,
yields a discussion of freedom; Shavuot, a discussion of Torah; Yom Kippur, the role of the individual
within the Jewish community; Chanukah, issues of assimilation and anti-assimilation.

An essential brief introduction—or reintroduction—to the major practices of Jewish life as well as the many
complexities of the American Jewish experience, this book will be essential reading for American Jews and
the perfect gift for the holiday season.
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From reader reviews:

Dale Hollander:

The book A Time to Every Purpose: Letters to a Young Jew give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare
time. You can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when
you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book A Time to
Every Purpose: Letters to a Young Jew being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add
your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything
if you like open up and read a reserve A Time to Every Purpose: Letters to a Young Jew. Kinds of book are a
lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Veronica Mei:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has distinct
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't want do that.
You must know how great as well as important the book A Time to Every Purpose: Letters to a Young Jew.
All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Dee Alaniz:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this A Time to Every Purpose: Letters to a
Young Jew reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation A Time to Every
Purpose: Letters to a Young Jew as good book but not only by the cover but also through the content. This is
one book that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense
to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more
sixth sense.

Brian Nelson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims A Time to Every
Purpose: Letters to a Young Jew.
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