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This revised edition of a now classic text includes a new introduction by Henry Jenkins, explaining ‘Why
Fiske Still Matters’ for today’s students, followed by a discussion between former Fiske students Kevin
Glynn, Jonathan Gray, and Pamela Wilson on the theme of ‘Reading Fiske and Understanding the Popular’.
Both underline the continuing relevance of this foundational text in the study of popular culture.

What is popular culture? How does it differ from mass culture? And what do popular "texts" reveal about
class, race, and gender dynamics in a society? John Fiske answers these and a host of other questions in
Understanding Popular Culture.

When it was first written, Understanding Popular Culture took a groundbreaking approach to studying such
cultural artifacts as jeans, shopping malls, tabloid newspapers, and TV game shows, which remains relevant
today. Fiske differentiates between mass culture – the cultural "products" put out by an industrialized,
capitalist society – and popular culture – the ways in which people use, abuse, and subvert these products to
create their own meanings and messages. Rather than focusing on mass culture’s attempts to dominate and
homogenize, he prefers to look at (and revel in) popular culture’s evasions and manipulations of these
attempts.

Designed as a companion to Reading the Popular, Understanding Popular Culture presents a radically
different theory of what it means for culture to be popular: that it is, literally, of the people. It is not imposed
on them, it is created by them, and its pleasures and meanings reflect popular tastes and concerns – and a
rejection of those fostered by mass culture. With wit, clarity, and insight, Professor Fiske debunks the myth
of the mindless mass audience, and demonstrates that, in myriad ways, popular culture thrives because that
audience is more aware than anyone guesses.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Simmons:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. We all know that that book is very important for us. The book The John Fiske Collection:
Understanding Popular Culture had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can
take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The book The John Fiske Collection: Understanding
Popular Culture is not only giving you more new information but also being your friend when you feel
bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using
book The John Fiske Collection: Understanding Popular Culture. You never really feel lose out for
everything if you read some books.

Loretta Manson:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot
of new info. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of various ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read
this The John Fiske Collection: Understanding Popular Culture, you may tells your family, friends and soon
about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Mary Stock:

The guide with title The John Fiske Collection: Understanding Popular Culture has a lot of information that
you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.

Karen Baskin:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be The John Fiske Collection: Understanding Popular
Culture why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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