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Islamic theocracy is now firmly established in fundamentalist Iran, and waves of fundamentalism are
sweeping the entire Islamic world, and its diaspora.
This book examines the claim of those Islamists who contend that, as a belief system and a way of life, Islam
carries with it a theory of politics and the state which should be applied unquestioningly. Ayubi traces both
the intellectual sources and the socio-economic bases of Political Islam, arguing that it is a modern
phenomenon, dating back only to the inter-war period. He describes its major proponents as urban, educated
and relatively young people, whose energies were mobilised, but whose expectations were not fulfilled by
the post-independence `populist' regimes in the Arab World.
Islamic movements in six countries are studied in detail. Ayubi's distinctively broad definition of politics
encompasses innovative material on sex and the family, and on the emerging alternative economic and social
networks of Islamic banks, schools, and hospitals in the countries discussed.
Ayubi stresses the traditional concern in Islam for the collective enforcement of morals, but argues that there
is no case for the commonly held misconception that politics begins from theological principles in the Arab
world: the historical connection between Islam and politics can be explained as an attempt by the rulers to
legitimise their actions. He suggests that radical Islamists are reversing this position by subjecting politics to
their specific religious views, so their movement is in some senses an anti-state one. He concludes by
discussing possible intellectual responses to fundamentalism, drawing on the thinking of contemporary
Muslim liberals.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Glover:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is
look different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read
you can spent the whole day to reading a e-book. The book Political Islam: Religion and Politics in the Arab
World it is very good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly
but this book possesses high quality.

Alex Santana:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Political Islam: Religion and Politics in the Arab World why because
the amazing cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

James Jernigan:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This guide Political Islam: Religion and Politics in the Arab World was filled with
regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can
sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Tony Valdez:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's soul or real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very
important for you. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Political Islam: Religion and Politics in the Arab World can
make you experience more interested to read.
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