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The Shadow of Death is a timely and ambitious reassessment of English Romantic literature and the unique
role it played in one of the great liberal political causes of the modern age. Mark Canuel argues that
Romantic writers in Great Britain led one of the earliest assaults on the death penalty and were instrumental
in bringing about penal-law reforms. He demonstrates how writers like Percy Bysshe Shelley, Lord Byron,
William Wordsworth, and Jane Austen defined the fundamental contradictions that continue to inform
today's debates about capital punishment.

Celebrated reformers like Sir Samuel Romilly and William Ewart campaigned against the widespread use of
death to punish crimes ranging from murder to petty theft, but they were most influential for initiating a
system of penalties built upon conflicting motivations and justifications. Canuel examines the ways
Romantic poets and novelists magnified these tensions while treating them as uniquely aesthetic
opportunities, seized upon contending rationales of punishment to express imaginative power, and revealed
how the imagination fueled the new penal code's disturbing vitality. Death-penalty reform, Canuel argues, in
fact emerged from a new way of thinking about punishment as a negotiation among rationales rather than a
seamless whole, with leniency and severity constantly at odds. He concludes by exploring how Romantic
penal reform continues to influence contemporary views about the justice--and injustice--of legal sanctions.
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From reader reviews:

Angel Echols:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book The Shadow of Death: Literature, Romanticism,
and the Subject of Punishment. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that
we know about how is important the book The Shadow of Death: Literature, Romanticism, and the Subject
of Punishment. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right,
since from book you can realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book as
well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the
library. Let's study.

Percy Cole:

This The Shadow of Death: Literature, Romanticism, and the Subject of Punishment tend to be reliable for
you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Shadow of Death:
Literature, Romanticism, and the Subject of Punishment can be on the list of great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with information that
probably will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere
and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Shadow of
Death: Literature, Romanticism, and the Subject of Punishment giving you an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise.
So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Judy Finley:

You could spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This The Shadow of Death: Literature,
Romanticism, and the Subject of Punishment is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can
buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone.
So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Joanna Bowen:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By
book The Shadow of Death: Literature, Romanticism, and the Subject of Punishment we can acquire more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose
the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this book The Shadow of
Death: Literature, Romanticism, and the Subject of Punishment. You can more inviting than now.
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