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Painting Culture tells the complex story of how, over the past three decades, the acrylic "dot" paintings of
central Australia were transformed into objects of international high art, eagerly sought by upscale galleries
and collectors. Since the early 1970s, Fred R. Myers has studied—often as a participant-observer—the
Pintupi, one of several Aboriginal groups who paint the famous acrylic works. Describing their paintings and
the complicated cultural issues they raise, Myers looks at how the paintings represent Aboriginal people and
their culture and how their heritage is translated into exchangeable values. He tracks the way these paintings
become high art as they move outward from indigenous communities through and among other social
institutions—the world of dealers, museums, and critics. At the same time, he shows how this change in the
status of the acrylic paintings is directly related to the initiative of the painters themselves and their hopes for
greater levels of recognition.

Painting Culture describes in detail the actual practice of painting, insisting that such a focus is necessary to
engage directly with the role of the art in the lives of contemporary Aboriginals. The book includes a unique
local art history, a study of the complete corpus of two painters over a two-year period. It also explores the
awkward local issues around the valuation and sale of the acrylic paintings, traces the shifting approaches of
the Australian government and key organizations such as the Aboriginal Arts Board to the promotion of the
work, and describes the early and subsequent phases of the works’ inclusion in major Australian and
international exhibitions. Myers provides an account of some of the events related to these exhibits, most
notably the Asia Society’s 1988 "Dreamings" show in New York, which was so pivotal in bringing the work
to North American notice. He also traces the approaches and concerns of dealers, ranging from semi-tourist
outlets in Alice Springs to more prestigious venues in Sydney and Melbourne.

With its innovative approach to the transnational circulation of culture, this book will appeal to art historians,
as well as those in cultural anthropology, cultural studies, museum studies, and performance studies.
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From reader reviews:

Micah Stahlman:

The book Painting Culture: The Making of an Aboriginal High Art (Objects/Histories) gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your
best friend when you getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a
book Painting Culture: The Making of an Aboriginal High Art (Objects/Histories) to get your habit, you can
get considerably more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a reserve Painting Culture: The
Making of an Aboriginal High Art (Objects/Histories). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Richard Endsley:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one using theme
for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Painting Culture: The Making of an Aboriginal
High Art (Objects/Histories) is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

David Veal:

Why? Because this Painting Culture: The Making of an Aboriginal High Art (Objects/Histories) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with
the secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret
it. This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go
to the guide store hurriedly.

Richard Mills:

Painting Culture: The Making of an Aboriginal High Art (Objects/Histories) can be one of your starter books
that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing
Painting Culture: The Making of an Aboriginal High Art (Objects/Histories) yet doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This
great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.
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