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One of the most eccentric and accomplished politicians in all of American history, John Randolph (1773--
1833) led a life marked by controversy. The long-serving Virginia congressman and architect of southern
conservatism grabbed headlines with his prescient comments, public brawls, and clashes with every
president from John Adams to Andrew Jackson. The first biography of Randolph in nearly a century, John
Randolph of Roanoke provides a full account of the powerful Virginia planter's hard-charging life and his
impact on the formation of conservative politics.

The Randolph lineage loomed large in early America, and Randolph of Roanoke emerged as one of the most
visible -- and certainly the most bombastic -- among his clan. A colorful orator with aristocratic manners, he
entertained the House of Representatives (and newspaper readers across the country) with three-hour-long
speeches on subjects of political import, drawing from classical references for his analogies, and famously
pausing to gain "courage" from a tumbler at his side. Adept at satire and uncensored in his verbal attacks
against colleagues, he invited challenges to duel from those he offended; in 1826, he and the then--secretary
of state Henry Clay exchanged gunfire on the banks of the Potomac.

A small-government Jeffersonian in political tastes, Randolph first entered Congress in 1799. As chairman of
the powerful Ways and Means Committee he memorably turned on President Jefferson, once and for all, in
1805, believing his fellow Virginian to have compromised his republican values. As a result, Randolph led
the "Old Republicans," a faction that sought to restrict the role of the federal government.

In this rich biography, David Johnson draws upon an impressive array of primary sources -- Randolph's
letters, speeches, and writings -- previously unavailable to scholars. John Randolph of Roanoke tells the
story of a young nation and the unique philosophy of a southern lawmaker who defended America's agrarian
tradition and reveled in his own controversy.
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From reader reviews:

Lewis Tuggle:

The book John Randolph of Roanoke (Southern Biography Series) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book John Randolph of
Roanoke (Southern Biography Series)? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim
this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book
John Randolph of Roanoke (Southern Biography Series) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great
and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Justin Fernandez:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent
the entire day to reading a book. The book John Randolph of Roanoke (Southern Biography Series) it doesn't
matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying
reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-
book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but
this book features high quality.

Thomas Palmer:

This John Randolph of Roanoke (Southern Biography Series) is great reserve for you because the content
that is full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute.
That book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside
it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you
straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having John
Randolph of Roanoke (Southern Biography Series) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in
it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this
e-book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt
that?

Milan Allen:

The book untitled John Randolph of Roanoke (Southern Biography Series) contain a lot of information on
this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very clear and understandable all the
people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous author.



The author provides you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can
continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have a
nice read.
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