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Series introduction by John Lahr with individual volumes introduced by Laurence Fishburne, Tony Kushner,
Romulus Linney, Marion McClinton, Toni Morrison, Suzan-Lori Parks, Phylicia Rashad, Ishmael Reed, and
Frank Rich.

“No one except perhaps Eugene O’Neill and Tennessee Williams has aimed so high and achieved so much in
the American theater.”—John Lahr, The New Yorker

“Heroic is not a word one uses often without embarrassment to describe a writer or playwright, but the
diligence and ferocity of effort behind the creation of his body of work is really an epic story. . . . For all the
magic in his plays, he was writing in the grand tradition of Eugene O’Neill and Arthur Miller, the politically
engaged, direct, social realist drama. He was reclaiming ground for the theater that most people thought had
been abandoned.”—Tony Kushner

August Wilson’s Century Cycle is “one of the most ambitious dramatic projects ever undertaken” (The New
York Times). With it, Wilson dramatizes the African American experience and heritage in the twentieth
century, with a play for each decade, almost all set in the Hill District of Pittsburgh, where he grew up.
Wilson’s extraordinary lifework—completed just before his death in October 2005—is presented here for the
first time in its entirety.

Art is beholden to the kiln in which the artist was fired. Before I am anything, a man or a playwright, I am an
African American. . . . The cycle of plays that I have been writing since 1979 is my attempt to represent that
culture on stage in all its richness and fullness and to demonstrate its ability to sustain us in all areas of
human life and endeavor and through profound moments of our history in which the larger society has
thought less of us than we have thought of ourselves.

The characters in the plays still place their faith in America’s willingness to live up to the meaning of her
creed. It is this belief in America’s honor that allows them to pursue the American Dream even as it remains
elusive. . . . They shout, they argue, they wrestle with love, honor, duty, betrayal; they have loud voices and
big hearts; they demand justice, they love, they laugh, they cry, they murder, and they embrace life with zest
and vigor. . . . In all the plays, the characters remain pointed towards the future, their pockets lined with
fresh hope and an abiding faith in their own abilities and their own heroics.—August Wilson
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From reader reviews:

Leif Gibbs:

This August Wilson Century Cycle book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is
in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information inside this publication
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will
get. This specific August Wilson Century Cycle without we understand teach the one who examining it
become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry August Wilson Century Cycle can bring
when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in
your lovely laptop even cell phone. This August Wilson Century Cycle having good arrangement in word
and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Beatrice Raybon:

The reserve with title August Wilson Century Cycle has lot of information that you can understand it. You
can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the information that exist
in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can read
the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Don Numbers:

Typically the book August Wilson Century Cycle has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles
author makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point
easily after reading this article book.

Wayne Kong:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love August Wilson Century Cycle, it is
possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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