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In the eighteenth century, New Spaniards (colonial Mexicans) so lauded their nuns that they developed a
local tradition of visually opulent portraits, called monjas coronadas or “crowned nuns,” that picture their
subjects in regal trappings at the moment of their religious profession and in death. This study identifies
these portraits as markers of a vibrant and changing society that fused together indigenous and Euro-
Christian traditions and ritual practices to construct a new and complex religious identity that was unique to
New Spain.

To discover why crowned-nun portraits, and especially the profession portrait, were in such demand in New
Spain, this book offers a pioneering interpretation of these works as significant visual contributions to a local
counter-colonial discourse. James M. Córdova demonstrates that the portraits were a response to the Spanish
crown’s project to modify and modernize colonial society—a series of reforms instituted by the Bourbon
monarchs that threatened many nuns’ religious identities in New Spain. His analysis of the portraits’
rhetorical devices, which visually combined Euro-Christian and Mesoamerican notions of the sacred, shows
how they promoted local religious and cultural values as well as client-patron relations, all of which were
under scrutiny by the colonial Church. Combining visual evidence from images of the “crowned nun” with a
discussion of the nuns’ actual roles in society, Córdova reveals that nuns found their greatest agency as
Christ’s brides, a title through which they could, and did, challenge the Church’s authority when they found
it intolerable.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Williams:

With other case, little persons like to read book The Art of Professing in Bourbon Mexico: Crowned-Nun
Portraits and Reform in the Convent (Latin American and Caribbean Arts and Culture Publication Initiative).
You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some
sort of book The Art of Professing in Bourbon Mexico: Crowned-Nun Portraits and Reform in the Convent
(Latin American and Caribbean Arts and Culture Publication Initiative). You can add understanding and of
course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything!
From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you
are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is
called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Theresa Wilkins:

The reason? Because this The Art of Professing in Bourbon Mexico: Crowned-Nun Portraits and Reform in
the Convent (Latin American and Caribbean Arts and Culture Publication Initiative) is an unordinary book
that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret this
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your proficiency
and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Ashley Downs:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The The
Art of Professing in Bourbon Mexico: Crowned-Nun Portraits and Reform in the Convent (Latin American
and Caribbean Arts and Culture Publication Initiative) offer you a new experience in reading through a book.

Myrtle Brown:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news. In this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social



similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the The Art of Professing in Bourbon Mexico: Crowned-Nun Portraits and Reform in the
Convent (Latin American and Caribbean Arts and Culture Publication Initiative) when you necessary it?
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