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Over the past two decades, the United States has seen an intense debate about the composition of the federal
judiciary. Are judges "activists"? Should they stop "legislating from the bench"? Are they abusing their
authority? Or are they protecting fundamental rights, in a way that is indispensable in a free society? Are
Judges Political? cuts through the noise by looking at what judges actually do. Drawing on a unique data set
consisting of thousands of judicial votes, Cass Sunstein and his colleagues analyze the influence of ideology
on judicial voting, principally in the courts of appeal. They focus on two questions: Do judges appointed by
Republican Presidents vote differently from Democratic appointees in ideologically contested cases? And do
judges vote differently depending on the ideological leanings of the other judges hearing the same case?
After examining votes on a broad range of issues--including abortion, affirmative action, and capital
punishment--the authors do more than just confirm that Democratic and Republican appointees often vote in
different ways. They inject precision into an all-too-often impressionistic debate by quantifying this effect
and analyzing the conditions under which it holds. This approach sometimes generates surprising results:
under certain conditions, for example, Democrat-appointed judges turn out to have more conservative voting
patterns than Republican appointees. As a general rule, ideology should not and does not affect legal
judgments. Frequently, the law is clear and judges simply implement it, whatever their political
commitments. But what happens when the law is unclear? Are Judges Political? addresses this vital question.
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From reader reviews:

Sally Watts:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Are Judges Political?: An
Empirical Analysis of the Federal Judiciary will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading a book
make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best book
or appropriate book with you?

Deborah Browning:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider if those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Are Judges Political?: An Empirical Analysis of the
Federal Judiciary as the daily resource information.

David Mandujano:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Are Judges Political?: An
Empirical Analysis of the Federal Judiciary is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train
and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the particular
e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Donald Tuel:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Are Judges
Political?: An Empirical Analysis of the Federal Judiciary which is getting the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's view.
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