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Imagine a language watched over by a group of "Immortals" wearing Napoleonic hats and brandishing
swords, one with rules so complex that mastery is a farce, and one whose speakers spend millions of dollars
yearly to place it artfully in literature, music, and film. Now consider that this language is second only to
English to the number of countries where it is officially spoken and has tripled in use in the last fifty years.
Simultaneously frightening users with its delicately nuanced vowels, it is also beloved by millions for its
romantic associations. The language is French, and this, is its story.

In a captivating narrative that spans the ages, from Charlemagne to Cirque du Soleil, Jean-Benoît Nadeau
and Julie Barlow unravel the mysteries of a language that has maintained its global influence despite the rise
of English. As in any good story, The Story of French has spectacular failures, unexpected successes and
bears traces of some of history's greatest figures: the tenacity of William the Conqueror, the staunchness of
Cardinal Richelieu, and the endurance of the Lewis and Clark expedition. Through this colorful history,
Nadeau and Barlow illustrate how French acquired its own peculiar culture, revealing how the culture of the
language spread among francophones the world over and yet remains curiously centered in Paris. In fact,
French is not only thriving?it still has a surprisingly strong influence on other languages. As lively as it is
fascinating, The Story of French challenges long held assumptions about French and shows why it is still the
world's other global language.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Peterson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled The Story of French. Try to make the book The Story of French as your
good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that course make you
smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and knowledge with
this book.

Jerry Smith:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more
time to be go through. The Story of French can be your answer since it can be read by you who have those
short free time problems.

Brian Rutt:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just laying
on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Story of French can be the respond to, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Henry Slaughter:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
known as of book The Story of French. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed
book, it might add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must
aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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