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In 2003, an FBI-led task force known as Operation Fly Trap attempted to dismantle a significant drug
network in two Bloods-controlled, African American neighborhoods in Los Angeles. The operation would
soon be considered an enormous success, noted for the precision with which the task force targeted and
removed gang members otherwise entrenched in larger communities. In Operation Fly Trap, Susan A.
Phillips questions both the success of this operation and the methods used to conduct it. Based on in-depth
ethnographic research with Fly Trap participants, Phillips’s work brings together police narratives, crime
statistics, gang cultural histories, and extensive public policy analysis to examine the relationship between
state persecution and the genesis of violent social systems. 

Crucial to Phillips’s contribution is the presentation of the voices and perspectives of both the people living
in impoverished communities and the agents that police them. Phillips positions law enforcement
surveillance and suppression as a critical point of contact between citizen and state. She tracks the
bureaucratic workings of police and FBI agencies and the language, ideologies, and methods that prevail
within them, and shows how gangs have adapted, seeking out new locations, learning to operate without
hierarchies, and moving their activities more deeply underground. Additionally, she shows how the targeted
efforts of task forces such as Fly Trap wreak sweeping, sustained damage on family members and the
community at large. Balancing her roles as even-handed reporter and public scholar, Phillips presents
multiple flaws within the US criminal justice system and builds a powerful argument that many law
enforcement policies in fact nurture, rather than prevent, violence in American society. 
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From reader reviews:

John Dearman:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really feel
happy read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Operation Fly Trap: L. A.
Gangs, Drugs, and the Law is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Charles Denzer:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
when those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Operation Fly Trap: L. A. Gangs, Drugs, and the Law as
your daily resource information.

Paul Simpson:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Operation Fly Trap: L. A. Gangs,
Drugs, and the Law or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly amazing
a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science guide, any other book likes Operation Fly Trap: L. A. Gangs, Drugs, and the Law to make your spare
time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Lloyd Lake:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Operation Fly Trap: L. A. Gangs,
Drugs, and the Law to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when you
such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the idea about book
and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and examine it. Beside that
the publication Operation Fly Trap: L. A. Gangs, Drugs, and the Law can to be your brand new friend when
you're really feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of this time.
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