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In Man and Nature, first published in 1864, polymath scholar and diplomat George Perkins Marsh
challenged the general belief that human impact on nature was generally benign or negligible and charged
that ancient civilizations of the Mediterranean had brought about their own collapse by their abuse of the
environment. By deforesting their hillsides and eroding their soils, they had destroyed the natural fertility
that sustained their well-being. Marsh offered his compatriots in the United States a stern warning that the
young American republic might repeat these errors of the ancient world if it failed to end its own destructive
waste of natural resources. Marsh’s ominous warnings inspired conservation and reform. In linking culture
with nature, science with history, Man and Nature was the most influential text of its time next to Darwin’s
On the Origin of Species, published just five years earlier.

In his Introduction to this new edition, David Lowenthal places Man and Nature in the context of recent
scholarship and evaluates its significance for the environmental movement that has emerged since the latter
part of the twentieth century. He also paints a vivid portrait of the book’s brilliant, passionate, wide-ranging,
and sometimes choleric author.

Although what we know and what we fear about the environment have vastly amplified since Marsh’s day,
his appraisal of forest cover and erosion remains largely valid, his cautions about watershed control still
cognent, and his call for stewardship ever more pertinent. Man and Nature is worth reading not only for
having taught lessons crucial in its day, but for teaching them still so well.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Ruff:

The e-book untitled Man and Nature: Or, Physical Geography as Modified by Human Action (Weyerhaeuser
Environmental Classics) is the reserve that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the
publication content that will be shown to you. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily
to understand. The article writer was did a lot of study when write the book, hence the information that they
share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Man and Nature: Or, Physical
Geography as Modified by Human Action (Weyerhaeuser Environmental Classics) from the publisher to
make you far more enjoy free time.

Arthur Dickison:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled Man
and Nature: Or, Physical Geography as Modified by Human Action (Weyerhaeuser Environmental Classics)
your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but
surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a publication then become one contact
form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The Man and Nature: Or, Physical
Geography as Modified by Human Action (Weyerhaeuser Environmental Classics) giving you yet another
experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So
now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you
are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare
time activity?

Marlene Turner:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find book that need
more time to be go through. Man and Nature: Or, Physical Geography as Modified by Human Action
(Weyerhaeuser Environmental Classics) can be your answer as it can be read by you who have those short
time problems.

Eddie Horton:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
spirit or real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your
case. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many



ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Man and Nature: Or, Physical Geography as Modified by
Human Action (Weyerhaeuser Environmental Classics) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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