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Why go to church? What happens in church and why does it matter? The Empty Church presents fresh
answers to these questions by creating an interdisciplinary conversation between theater directors and
Christian theologians.

This original study expands church beyond the sanctuary and into life. Shannon Craigo-Snell emphasizes the
importance of liturgical worship in forming Christians as characters crafted by the texts of the Bible. This
formation includes shaping how Christians know, in ways that involve the intellect, emotions, body, and
will.

Each chapter brings a theater director into dialogue with a theologian, teasing out the ways performance
enriches hermeneutics, anthropology, and epistemology. Thinkers like Karl Barth, Peter Brook, Delores
Williams, and Bertolt Brecht are examined for their insights into theology, worship, and theater. The result
is a compelling depiction of church as performance of relationship with Jesus Christ, mediated by Scripture,
in hope of the Holy Spirit.

Liturgical worship, at its best, forms Christians in patterns of affections. This includes the cultivation of
emotion memories influenced by biblical narratives, as well as a repertoire of physical actions that evoke
particular affections. Liturgy also encourages Christians to step into various roles, enabling them to make
intellectual and volitional choices about what roles to take up in society. Through liturgical worship, the
author argues, Christians can be formed as people who hope, and therefore as people who live in expectation
of the presence and grace of God. This entails a discipline of emptiness that awaits and appreciates the Holy
Spirit. Church performance must therefore be provisional, ongoing, and open to further inspiration.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Wood:

Here thing why this particular The Empty Church: Theater, Theology, and Bodily Hope are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it depends in the content of it which is
the content is as delicious as food or not. The Empty Church: Theater, Theology, and Bodily Hope giving
you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication
that similar with The Empty Church: Theater, Theology, and Bodily Hope. It gives you thrill examining
journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can
be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home
by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Empty
Church: Theater, Theology, and Bodily Hope in e-book can be your choice.

Paul Mackey:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Empty Church: Theater, Theology, and
Bodily Hope book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred
per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Brenda Seddon:

This book untitled The Empty Church: Theater, Theology, and Bodily Hope to be one of several books this
best seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit into it. You
will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher on this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Cell phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide from your list.

Kari Annis:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several
books in the top list in your reading list is definitely The Empty Church: Theater, Theology, and Bodily
Hope. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person.
By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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