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On September 4, 1915, hundreds of people gathered in Estes Park, Colorado, to celebrate the creation of
Rocky Mountain National Park. This new nature preserve held the promise of peace, solitude, and rapture
that many city dwellers craved. As Jerry Frank demonstrates, however, the park is much more than a lovely
place.

Rocky Mountain National Park was a keystone in broader efforts to create the National Park Service, and its
history tells us a great deal about Colorado, tourism, and ecology in the American West. To Frank, the
tensions between tourism and ecology have played out across a natural stage that is anything but passive. At
nearly every turn the National Park Service found itself face-to-face with an environment that was difficult to
anticipate—and impossible to control.

Frank first takes readers back to the late nineteenth century, when Colorado boosters—already touting the
Rocky Mountains' restorative power for lung patients—set out to attract more tourists and generate revenue
for the state. He then describes how an ecological perspective came to Rocky in fits and starts, offering a
new way of imagining the park that did not sit comfortably with an entrenched management paradigm
devoted to visitor recreation and comfort.

Frank examines a wide range of popular activities including driving, hiking, skiing, fishing, and wildlife
viewing to consider how they have impacted the park's flora and fauna, often leaving widespread
transformation in their wake. He subjects the decisions of park officials to close but evenhanded scrutiny,
showing how in their zeal to return the park to what they understood as its natural state, they have tinkered
with its features—sometimes with less than desirable results.

Today's Rocky Mountain National Park serves both competing visions, maintaining accessible roads and
vistas for the convenience of tourists while guarding its backcountry to preserve ecological values. As the
park prepares to celebrate its centennial, Frank's book advances our understanding of its past while also
providing an important touchstone for addressing its problems in the present and future.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Stevenson:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question simply because just
their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Making Rocky Mountain National
Park: The Environmental History of an American Treasure to read.

Edna Dixon:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Making Rocky Mountain National Park:
The Environmental History of an American Treasure book because this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably
know this.

Gail Nugent:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this
Making Rocky Mountain National Park: The Environmental History of an American Treasure.

Dennis Utley:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need
more time to be learn. Making Rocky Mountain National Park: The Environmental History of an American
Treasure can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.
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