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We live today in a culture of full disclosure, where tell-all memoirs top the best-seller lists, transparency is
lauded, and privacy seems imperiled. But how did we get here?

Exploring scores of previously sealed records, Family Secrets offers a sweeping account of how shame--and
the relationship between secrecy and openness--has changed over the last two centuries in Britain. Deborah
Cohen uses detailed sketches of individual families as the basis for comparing different sorts of social
stigma. She takes readers inside an Edinburgh town house, where a genteel maiden frets with her brother
over their niece's downy upper lip, a darkening shadow that might betray the girl's Eurasian heritage; to a
Liverpool railway platform, where a heartbroken mother hands over her eight-year old illegitimate son for
adoption; to a town in the Cotswolds, where a queer vicar brings to his bank vault a diary--sewed up in
calico, wrapped in parchment--that chronicles his sexual longings. Cohen explores what families in the past
chose to keep secret and why. She excavates the tangled history of privacy and secrecy to explain why
privacy is now viewed as a hallowed right while secrets are condemned as destructive.

In delving into the dynamics of shame and guilt, Family Secrets explores the part that families, so often
regarded as the agents of repression, have played in the transformation of social mores from the Victorian era
to the present day. Written with compassion and keen insight, this is a bold new argument about the sea-
changes that took place behind closed doors.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Sierra:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man
or woman? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that
question mainly because just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is right. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this Family Secrets: Shame and
Privacy in Modern Britain to read.

Judith Robinson:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Family Secrets: Shame and
Privacy in Modern Britain book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information
in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Lisa Yates:

The reason? Because this Family Secrets: Shame and Privacy in Modern Britain is an unordinary book that
the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea
inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving your talent and your
critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Thomas Palmer:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Family Secrets: Shame and
Privacy in Modern Britain which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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