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The remarkable story of how an artist and a scientist in seventeenth-century Holland transformed the
way we see the world.

On a summer day in 1674, in the small Dutch city of Delft, Antoni van Leeuwenhoek?a cloth salesman, local
bureaucrat, and self-taught natural philosopher?gazed through a tiny lens set into a brass holder and
discovered a never-before imagined world of microscopic life. At the same time, in a nearby attic, the painter
Johannes Vermeer was using another optical device, a camera obscura, to experiment with light and create
the most luminous pictures ever beheld.

“See for yourself!” was the clarion call of the 1600s. Scientists peered at nature through microscopes and
telescopes, making the discoveries in astronomy, physics, chemistry, and anatomy that ignited the Scientific
Revolution. Artists investigated nature with lenses, mirrors, and camera obscuras, creating extraordinarily
detailed paintings of flowers and insects, and scenes filled with realistic effects of light, shadow, and color.
By extending the reach of sight the new optical instruments prompted the realization that there is more than
meets the eye. But they also raised questions about how we see and what it means to see. In answering these
questions, scientists and artists in Delft changed how we perceive the world.

In Eye of the Beholder, Laura J. Snyder transports us to the streets, inns, and guildhalls of seventeenth-
century Holland, where artists and scientists gathered, and to their studios and laboratories, where they
mixed paints and prepared canvases, ground and polished lenses, examined and dissected insects and other
animals, and invented the modern notion of seeing. With charm and narrative flair Snyder brings Vermeer
and Van Leeuwenhoek?and the men and women around them?vividly to life. The story of these two geniuses
and the transformation they engendered shows us why we see the world?and our place within it?as we do
today.

16 pages of color illustrations
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From reader reviews:

Cornell Neal:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is definitely Eye of the Beholder: Johannes Vermeer, Antoni van
Leeuwenhoek, and the Reinvention of Seeing.

Jimmy Stansberry:

Beside this specific Eye of the Beholder: Johannes Vermeer, Antoni van Leeuwenhoek, and the Reinvention
of Seeing in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The
information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you
feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Eye of the Beholder: Johannes
Vermeer, Antoni van Leeuwenhoek, and the Reinvention of Seeing because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if
you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from right now!

Beth Kelly:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
identified as of book Eye of the Beholder: Johannes Vermeer, Antoni van Leeuwenhoek, and the
Reinvention of Seeing. Contain your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it may add your
knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can
bring you from one place to other place.

Eun Russell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book.
Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra Eye of the Beholder: Johannes
Vermeer, Antoni van Leeuwenhoek, and the Reinvention of Seeing.
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