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In 2003, Lebanese writer Rashid al-Daif spent several weeks in Germany as part of the "West-East Divan"
program, a cultural exchange effort meant to improve mutual awareness of German and Middle Eastern
cultures. He was paired with German author Joachim Helfer, who then returned the visit to al-Daif in
Lebanon. Following their time together, al-Daif published in Arabic a literary reportage of his encounter with
Helfer in which he focuses on the German writer's homosexuality. His frank observations have been
variously read as trenchant, naïve, or offensive. In response, Helfer provided an equally frank point-by-point
riposte to al-Daif's text. Together these writers offer a rare exploration of attitudes toward sex, love, and
gender across cultural lines. By stretching the limits of both fiction and essay, they highlight the importance
of literary sensitivity in understanding the Other.

Rashid al-Daif's "novelized biography" and Joachim Helfer's commentary appear for the first time in English
translation in What Makes a Man? Sex Talk in Beirut and Berlin. Also included in this volume are essays by
specialists in Arabic and German literature that shed light on the discourse around sex between these two
authors from different cultural contexts.
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From reader reviews:

Arlene Oliver:

This What Makes a Man?: Sex Talk in Beirut and Berlin (Modern Middle East Literature in Translation) is
fresh way for you who has fascination to look for some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge.
Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in
reading this What Makes a Man?: Sex Talk in Beirut and Berlin (Modern Middle East Literature in
Translation) can be the light food in your case because the information inside that book is easy to get simply
by anyone. These books build itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book
contact form. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer.
So there isn't any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be
here for you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your better life as well as
knowledge.

Jerry Carley:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of
many books in the top checklist in your reading list is What Makes a Man?: Sex Talk in Beirut and Berlin
(Modern Middle East Literature in Translation). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines
can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can
get many advantages.

Joseph Gabriel:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but also novel and What Makes a Man?: Sex Talk in Beirut and Berlin
(Modern Middle East Literature in Translation) or even others sources were given understanding for you.
After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication
was created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are helping them to include their
knowledge. In other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes What Makes a Man?: Sex Talk in
Beirut and Berlin (Modern Middle East Literature in Translation) to make your spare time far more colorful.
Many types of book like here.

Tyler Dean:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real their
pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing



reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this What Makes a Man?: Sex Talk in Beirut and Berlin (Modern Middle
East Literature in Translation) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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