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Until the attacks of September 11, 2001, few Americans knew anything about Islam, let alone about the
distinctions between Sunni and Shi‘a, the Sufi and Wahhabi, the origins of the Holy Qur’an and Shari‘a law,
and the respect that all Muslims, even secular ones, harbor for the prophet Muhammad, his family, and
Islamic traditions. In The Sunni-Shi‘a Divide Robert Betts traces the tortuous history of Islam’s sectarian
divisions, emphasizing the most important one, the Shi‘a departure from Sunni “orthodoxy.” Although the
majority of Muslims remain faithful to the Sunni sect of Islam, approximately 15 percent subscribe to the
Shi‘a creed. As America’s involvement in the Middle East drags on, Betts reiterates that policymakers,
scholars, and laymen alike must understand the many faces of Islam, the internal forces in the United States
that have brought us into these military conflicts, and the role of Israel in the region’s escalating tensions.
How the increasing hostility between the two main Islamic factions plays out on the world stage—as Sunni
Turkey, Shi‘a Iran, and their allies vie for dominance—is of major consequence for everyone, especially
financially strapped Europe and the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Bert Gomes:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Sunni-Shi'a Divide:
Islam's Internal Divisions and Their Global Consequences book because this book offers you rich info and
knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
may already know.

Ezra Talbott:

Beside this The Sunni-Shi'a Divide: Islam's Internal Divisions and Their Global Consequences in your
phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people
live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The Sunni-Shi'a Divide: Islam's Internal Divisions and Their
Global Consequences because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes
have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your
hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you
still want to miss it? Find this book and read it from currently!

Thomas Palmer:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should
do is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books in
the top collection in your reading list is usually The Sunni-Shi'a Divide: Islam's Internal Divisions and Their
Global Consequences. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in
becoming precious person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Andrew Gillon:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their
passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Sunni-Shi'a Divide: Islam's Internal Divisions and Their
Global Consequences can make you really feel more interested to read.
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