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“It takes true brilliance to lift the arid tellings of lexicographic fussing into the readable realm of the thriller
and the bodice-ripper….David Skinner has done precisely this, taking a fine story and honing it to popular
perfection.”
—Simon Winchester, New York Times bestselling author of The Professor and the Madman

The Story of Ain’t by David Skinner is the captivating true chronicle of the creation of Merriam Webster’s
Third New International Dictionary in 1961, the most controversial dictionary ever published. Skinner’s
surprising and engaging, erudite and witty account will enthrall fans of Winchester’s The Professor and the
Madman and The Meaning of Everything, and The Know-It-All by A.J. Jacobs, as it explores a culture in
transition and the brilliant, colorful individuals behind it. The Story of Ain’t is a smart, often outrageous, and
altogether remarkable tale of how egos, infighting, and controversy shaped one of America’s most
authoritative language texts, sparking a furious language debate that the late, great author David Foster
Wallace (Infinite Jest) once called “the Fort Sumter of the Usage Wars.” 
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Harris:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This The Story of Ain't: America, Its Language, and the Most Controversial
Dictionary Ever Published book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the
facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that
want to supply to you. The writer involving The Story of Ain't: America, Its Language, and the Most
Controversial Dictionary Ever Published content conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different available as it. So , do you
continue to thinking The Story of Ain't: America, Its Language, and the Most Controversial Dictionary Ever
Published is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Alfred Hoover:

This book untitled The Story of Ain't: America, Its Language, and the Most Controversial Dictionary Ever
Published to be one of several books that best seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve
you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can
order it by way of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read
this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past
this e-book from your list.

Joan Rogers:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about
the data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this The
Story of Ain't: America, Its Language, and the Most Controversial Dictionary Ever Published.

Doris Rice:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This specific The Story of Ain't: America, Its Language, and the
Most Controversial Dictionary Ever Published can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this
one book you have factor that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular
book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend
doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let



us have The Story of Ain't: America, Its Language, and the Most Controversial Dictionary Ever Published.
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