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Mixing idealism with violence, abolitionist John Brown cut a wide swath across the United States before
winding up in Virginia, where he led an attack on the U.S. armory and arsenal at Harpers Ferry. Supported
by a “provisional army” of 21 men, Brown hoped to rouse the slaves in Virginia to rebellion. But he was
quickly captured and, after a short but stormy trial, hanged on December 2, 1859.

Brian McGinty provides the first comprehensive account of the trial, which raised important questions about
jurisdiction, judicial fairness, and the nature of treason under the American constitutional system. After the
jury returned its guilty verdict, an appeal was quickly disposed of, and the governor of Virginia refused to
grant clemency. Brown met his death not as an enemy of the American people but as an enemy of Southern
slaveholders.

Historians have long credited the Harpers Ferry raid with rousing the country to a fever pitch of sectionalism
and accelerating the onset of the Civil War. McGinty sees Brown’s trial, rather than his raid, as the real
turning point in the struggle between North and South. If Brown had been killed in Harpers Ferry (as he
nearly was), or condemned to death in a summary court-martial, his raid would have had little effect.
Because he survived to stand trial before a Virginia judge and jury, and argue the case against slavery with
an eloquence that reverberated around the world, he became a symbol of the struggle to abolish slavery and a
martyr to the cause of freedom.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Huynh:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will need this John Brown's Trial.

James Donofrio:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book John Brown's Trial will make you to
possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of
you think in which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they
could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate book with you?

Nancy Deanda:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love John Brown's Trial, you could enjoy
both. It is good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its
mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Jennifer Lewis:

John Brown's Trial can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that
straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set
every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing John Brown's Trial nevertheless doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered
one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.
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