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How did the Depression-era folk-song collector Alan Lomax end up with a songwriting credit on Jay-Z’s
song “Takeover”? Why doesn’t Clyde Stubblefield, the primary drummer on James Brown recordings from
the late 1960s such as “Funky Drummer” and “Cold Sweat,” get paid for other musicians’ frequent use of the
beats he performed on those songs? The music industry’s approach to digital sampling—the act of
incorporating snippets of existing recordings into new ones—holds the answers. Exploring the complexities
and contradictions in how samples are licensed, Kembrew McLeod and Peter DiCola interviewed more than
100 musicians, managers, lawyers, industry professionals, journalists, and scholars. Based on those
interviews, Creative License puts digital sampling into historical, cultural, and legal context. It describes hip-
hop during its sample-heavy golden age in the 1980s and early 1990s, the lawsuits that shaped U.S.
copyright law on sampling, and the labyrinthine licensing process that musicians must now navigate. The
authors argue that the current system for licensing samples is inefficient and limits creativity. For instance,
by estimating the present-day licensing fees for the Beastie Boys’ Paul’s Boutique (1989) and Public
Enemy’s Fear of a Black Planet (1990), two albums from hip-hop’s golden age, the authors show that
neither album could be released commercially today. Observing that the same dynamics that create problems
for remixers now reverberate throughout all culture industries, the authors conclude by examining ideas for
reform.

Interviewees include David Byrne, Cee Lo Green, George Clinton, De La Soul, DJ Premier, DJ Qbert,
Eclectic Method, El-P, Girl Talk, Matmos, Mix Master Mike, Negativland, Public Enemy, RZA, Clyde
Stubblefield, T.S. Monk.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Gambino:

Here thing why this particular Creative License: The Law and Culture of Digital Sampling are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of
the usb ports which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Creative License: The Law and Culture of
Digital Sampling giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any publication out there
but there is no book that similar with Creative License: The Law and Culture of Digital Sampling. It gives
you thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is
possibly can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your
means home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of
Creative License: The Law and Culture of Digital Sampling in e-book can be your alternate.

Scott Peters:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth
always try to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One
of them is this Creative License: The Law and Culture of Digital Sampling.

Patricia Oyler:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Creative License: The
Law and Culture of Digital Sampling which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
find.

Donald Scott:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Creative License: The Law and Culture of
Digital Sampling to make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is developing
when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression
about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a book and
study it. Beside that the guide Creative License: The Law and Culture of Digital Sampling can to be your



brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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