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When William Chafe's The American Woman was published in 1972, it was hailed as a breakthrough in the
study of women in this century. Bella Abzug praised it as "a remarkable job of historical research," and Alice
Kessler- Harris called it "an extraordinarily useful synthesis of material about 20th-century women." But
much has happened in the last two decades--both in terms of scholarship, and in the lives of American
women. With The Paradox of Change, Chafe builds on his classic work, taking full account of the events and
scholarship of the last fifteen years, as he extends his analysis into the 1990s with the rise of feminism and
the New Right.
Chafe conveys all the subtleties of women's paradoxical position in the United States today, showing how
women have gradually entered more fully into economic and political life, but without attaining complete
social equality or economic justice. Despite the gains achieved by feminist activists during the 1970s and
1980s, the tensions continued to abound between public and private roles, and the gap separating ideals of
equal opportunity from the reality of economic discrimination widened. Women may have gained some new
rights in the last two decades, but the feminization of poverty has also soared, with women constituting 70%
of the adult poor. Moreover, a resurgence of conservatism, symbolized by the triumph of Phyllis Shlafly's
anti-ERA coalition, has cast in doubt even some of the new rights of women, such as reproductive freedom.
Chafe captures these complexities and contradictions with a lively combination of representative anecdotes
and archival research, all backed up by statistical studies. As in The American Woman, Chafe once again
examines "woman's place" throughout the 20th century, but now with a more nuanced and inclusive
approach. There are insightful portraits of the continuities of women's political activism from the Progressive
era through the New Deal; of the contradictory gains and losses of the World War II years; and of the various
kinds of feminism that emerged out of the tumult of the 1960s. Not least, there are narratives of all the
significant struggles in which women have engaged during these last ninety years--for child care, for
abortion rights, and for a chance to have both a family and a career.
The Paradox of Change is a wide-ranging history of 20th-century women, thoroughly researched and
incisively argued. It is essential for anyone who wants to learn more about how women have shaped, and
been shaped by, modern America.
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From reader reviews:

Carlos White:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one
using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular The Paradox of Change: American
Women in the 20th Century is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Richard Delarosa:

The actual book The Paradox of Change: American Women in the 20th Century has a lot associated with on
it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous
author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you
will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Tom Baptist:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this book. This The Paradox of Change: American
Women in the 20th Century is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It
is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Laura Lee:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is The Paradox of Change: American Women in the
20th Century.
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