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On Easter Sunday, 1873, in the tiny hamlet of Colfax, Louisiana, more than 150 members of an all-black
Republican militia, defending the town's courthouse, were slain by an armed force of rampaging white
supremacists. The most deadly incident of racial violence of the Reconstruction era, the Colfax Massacre
unleashed a reign of terror that all but extinguished the campaign for racial equality.

LeeAnna Keith's The Colfax Massacre is the first full-length book to tell the history of this decisive event.
Drawing on a huge body of documents, including eyewitness accounts of the massacre, as well as newly
discovered evidence from the site itself, Keith explores the racial tensions that led to the fateful encounter,
during which surrendering blacks were mercilessly slaughtered, and the reverberations this message of terror
sent throughout the South. Keith also recounts the heroic attempts by U.S. Attorney J.R. Beckwith to bring
the killers to justice and the many legal issues raised by the massacre. In 1875, disregarding the poignant
testimony of 300 witnesses, the Supreme Court ruled unanimously in U.S. v. Cruikshank to overturn a lower
court conviction of eight conspirators. This decision virtually nullified the Ku Klux Klan Enforcement Acts
of 1870 and 1871--which had made federal offenses of a variety of acts to intimidate voters and
officeholders--and cleared the way for the Jim Crow era.

If there was a single historical moment that effectively killed Reconstruction and erased the gains blacks had
made since the civil war, it was the day of the Colfax Massacre. LeeAnna Keith gives readers both a gripping
narrative account of that portentous day and a nuanced historical analysis of its far-reaching repercussions.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Akins:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific The Colfax Massacre: The
Untold Story of Black Power, White Terror, and the Death of Reconstruction book as nice and daily reading
e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Lori Hunt:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider
when those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one
is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen within you if you take The Colfax Massacre: The Untold Story of Black Power, White
Terror, and the Death of Reconstruction as the daily resource information.

Edward Schanz:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent
24 hours a day to reading a publication. The book The Colfax Massacre: The Untold Story of Black Power,
White Terror, and the Death of Reconstruction it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have
enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through
your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high quality.

Harold Riggs:

You may get this The Colfax Massacre: The Untold Story of Black Power, White Terror, and the Death of
Reconstruction by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve issue
if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or
printed but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your
local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get
more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge



are still change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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