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Between the years 1918 and1920, influenza raged around the globe in the worst pandemic in recorded
history, killing at least fifty million people, more than half a million of them Americans. Yet despite the
devastation, this catastrophic event seems but a forgotten moment in the United States.

American Pandemic offers a much-needed corrective to the silence surrounding the influenza outbreak. It
sheds light on the social and cultural history of Americans during the pandemic, uncovering both the causes
of the nation's public amnesia and the depth of the quiet remembering that endured. Focused on the primary
players in this drama--patients and their families, friends, and community, public health experts, and health
care professionals--historian Nancy K. Bristow draws on multiple perspectives to highlight the complex
interplay between social identity, cultural norms, memory, and the epidemic. Bristow has combed a wealth
of primary sources, including letters, diaries, oral histories, memoirs, novels, newspapers, magazines,
photographs, government documents, and health care literature. She shows that though the pandemic caused
massive disruption in the most basic patterns of American life, influenza did not create long-term social or
cultural change, serving instead to reinforce the status quo and the differences and disparities that defined
American life.

As the crisis waned the pandemic slipped from the nation's public memory. The helplessness and despair
Americans had suffered during the pandemic, Bristow notes, was a story poorly suited to a nation focused on
optimism and progress. For countless survivors, though, the trauma never ended, shadowing the remainder of
their lives with memories of loss. This book lets us hear these long-silent voices, reclaiming an important
chapter in the American past.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Russel:

The book American Pandemic: The Lost Worlds of the 1918 Influenza Epidemic can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very
important thing like a book American Pandemic: The Lost Worlds of the 1918 Influenza Epidemic? Some of
you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that,
you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book American Pandemic: The Lost Worlds of the
1918 Influenza Epidemic has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you.
You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Monica Bonner:

The ability that you get from American Pandemic: The Lost Worlds of the 1918 Influenza Epidemic could be
the more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading
it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but American Pandemic: The Lost Worlds of the 1918
Influenza Epidemic giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific
way that can be understood through anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known
enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can
go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having that American
Pandemic: The Lost Worlds of the 1918 Influenza Epidemic instantly.

Dolores Albert:

The reserve with title American Pandemic: The Lost Worlds of the 1918 Influenza Epidemic has a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist
new understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this
point. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring
you within new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Margaret Babin:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real
their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this American Pandemic: The Lost Worlds of the 1918 Influenza Epidemic can make you



sense more interested to read.
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